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out. Such secrecy was only natural, because their publica-
tion might bring upon the Germans "the reproach of taking
sides and cause political difficulties." 26° This secrecy was
nevertheless unfortunate, both for M. Sazonov's personal
feelings and consequently for the friendly relations between
Russia and Germany. It was particularly unfortunate that
no mention of the contract was made to him confidentially,
when he passed through Berlin in October and had a frank
and cordial discussion with the German Chancellor on the
general political situation in Europe. Sazonov not un-
naturally felt injured in his feelings by what seemed to him
to be a lack of reciprocal frankness and friendliness on
Bethmann's part. Bethmann on his part was genuinely
innocent of any deliberate suppressia veri. He apparently
failed to mention it simply because it did not occur to him.
This explanation accords with his character, with his state-
ment to Kokovtsev later, and with the fact that he had
really known little about the Liman von Sanders arrange-
ments, which had mainly been made through the military
and not the diplomatic channels.267
General Liman von Sanders himself knew nothing of
the project until it was proposed to him on June 15.268
He was rightly believed to be a much abler man than Von
der Goltz. Never having been to Turkey, he at once began
to read through his predecessor's correspondence to get an
idea of the kind of difficulties he would have to meet. He
had plenty of time for this, as it was still many months
before a contract was signed with Turkey defining his
powers and duties and those of the forty-one subordinate
to Wangenheim, Aug. 24, 1913; GJP., XXXVIII, 204.
2«TGJP., XXXVHI, 212 fi. Bethmann and the Foreign Office did not
learn the final terms of General Liman's contract until they received a copy
of it on J&a. 8, I9H, from the Prussian Ministry of War (ibid., p, 213
note).
*** Lnnan, p. 9 ff . Bethmann was not informed of Liman's selection
oatil J<m »; G.P,. XXXVIII, 202 f.

